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Welcome to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
Building up God’s people through His word for His world 

 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

October 10, 2021 
 

The rich man who comes to ask Jesus what he should do to inherit eternal life is a good man, sincere in his asking. 

Mark’s gospel is alone in saying that Jesus looked on him and loved him. Out of love, not as judgment, Jesus offers 

him an open door to life: sell all you own and give it to the poor. Our culture bombards us with the message that we 

will find life by consuming. Our assemblies counter this message with the invitation to find life by divesting for the 

sake of the other. 
 

Flowers and plants in our sanctuary are supported by financial donations to the Flower Fund. These floral 

offerings beautify the chancel (area around the altar), uplift the service participants, and remind us all of God’s good 

creation. You can find information about being a flower sponsor on the bulletin board near the Fellowship Hall and 

at gslcva.org/ministries/worship, under “Flower sponsorships.” This week the flowers are sponsored by Jeff and 

Alexandra Peterson to the glory of God in honor of Ens. Curtis Johnson, U.S. naval aviator, lost at sea, December 

23, 1943. 
 

Welcome to Michele Bair, our guest organist. Michele retired from her 26-yr position with Church of the Good 

Shepherd UMC in Vienna, Virginia as Music Director in 2019. Since then she joined Scouts BSA with her daughter 

and advises Troop 1983G in Oakton, VA as Scoutmaster of 16 girls. We thank her for her service among us. 
 

PRELUDE “Sweet Hour of Prayer with As the Deer” arr. S. Caudill 
 

WELCOME  Pastor James 
 

(Please stand) 
 

OPENING HYMN “Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices” Hymn No. 811 
 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission Onelicense.net #A-701308. Music: Public Domain. 
 

INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, T one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is 
sure, and whose love is endless. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. Please kneel/stand.) 
 

P God our comforter. 
C Like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see 

scarcity. We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit 
the earth with our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. 
Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love our 
neighbors as ourselves. Amen. 

 

P All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in, T Christ 
Jesus, God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the foregiveness of all 
your sins. 

C Amen. 
 

(Please stand) 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

KYRIE [Lord, have mercy]  Music in Hymnal, Pages 168–169 
 



3 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS [Glory to God in the Highest]   Music in Hymnal, Page 170 
 

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

P The Lord be with you.  
C And also with you. Music in Hymnal, Page 172   
P Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of faith, that, forsaking 

what lies behind and reaching out to what lies ahead, we may follow the way of 

your commandments and receive the crown of everlasting joy, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C Amen. 

 

(Please sit) 
 

FIRST READING Amos 5:6–7, 10–15 
 

Amos was a herdsman by profession and a prophet by God’s call. During a time of great prosperity in 
the northern kingdom of Israel, the prophet speaks to the wealthy upper class. He warns his listeners 

that fulfilling God’s demand for justice brings blessing, while corruption and oppression incur God’s 

wrath. 
 

L 6Seek the LORD and live, 

or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire, 

and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it. 
7Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood, 

and bring righteousness to the ground! 
 

10They hate the one who reproves in the gate, 

and they abhor the one who speaks the truth. 
11Therefore because you trample on the poor 

and take from them levies of grain, 

you have built houses of hewn stone, 

but you shall not live in them; 

you have planted pleasant vineyards, 

but you shall not drink their wine. 
12For I know how many are your transgressions, 

and how great are your sins— 

you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, 

and push aside the needy in the gate. 
13Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time; 

for it is an evil time. 
 

14Seek good and not evil, 

that you may live; 

and so the LORD, the God of hosts, will be with you, 

just as you have said. 
15Hate evil and love good, 

and establish justice in the gate; 

it may be that the LORD, the God of hosts, 

will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph. 

 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING Hebrews 4:12–16 
 

We cannot hide our thoughts, desires, and actions from God, to whom we are completely accountable. 
Nevertheless, Jesus understands our human weakness and temptations, because he also experienced 

them. Therefore we can approach the throne of grace to receive  
divine mercy from Christ. 

 

L      12Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged 

sword, piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to 

judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13And before him no creature is 

hidden, but all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must 

render an account. 
 

     14Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the 

heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. 15For we do 

not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we 

have one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin. 16Let 

us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive 

mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

(Please stand) 
 

ALLELUIA VERSE Music in Hymnal, Page 173 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 10:17–31 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the tenth chapter. 

C     Glory to You, O Lord. Music in Hymnal, Page 173 
 

Jesus has been teaching his disciples about what is most valued in God’s eyes. Now, a conversation with a rich 

man brings his message home to the disciples in a way that is surprising but unforgettable. 
 

P      17As [Jesus] was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, 

and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18Jesus said 

to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. 19You know 

the commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You 

shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor 

your father and mother.’ ” 20He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all these since 

my youth.” 21Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, 

sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in 

heaven; then come, follow me.” 22When he heard this, he was shocked and went 

away grieving, for he had many possessions. 

     23Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for 

those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24And the disciples were 

perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it is 

to enter the kingdom of God! 25It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 

needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 26They were 

greatly astounded and said to one another, “Then who can be saved?” 27Jesus 

looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all 

things are possible.” 
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     28Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” 
29Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or 

sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the 

good news, 30who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, 

brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with persecutions—and in 

the age to come eternal life. 31But many who are first will be last, and the last will 

be first.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ.                                           Music in Hymnal, Page 173                                                                          

 

 

 

(Please sit) 
 

KIDS’ MESSAGE “The Eye of a Needle” Pastor Johann 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Jesus, Priceless Treasure” Hymn No. 743 
 

MESSAGE “Impossible or Possible for us?” Pastor Johann 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   and born of the virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended into hell. 
   On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS Pastor James 
 

INSTRUMENTAL ANTHEM “Meditation from Thais” 
(Bruno Nasta, violin; Michele Bair, piano) 

Jules Massenet 

 

(Please stand) 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER   
 

 

C God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna 

to rain from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them 

with the offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 

At the end of each petition, the prayer leader will say “Lord, in your mercy,” 

The congregation responds “hear our prayer.” 

Please see the News and Announcements sheet for a listing of intercessions. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C    Our Father who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come,  

    thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

    give us this day our daily bread; 

    and forgive us our trespasses 

        as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

    and lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

      For thine is the kingdom and the power 

    and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING  
 

P People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The 
holy Trinity, T one God, bless you now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN “God of Grace and God of Glory” Hymn No. 850 
 

DISMISSAL  
 

P Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” arr. Rick Parks 

 

                              +                              +                              +                           
 
Note:  Following the service, please join us for coffee fellowship outside of the main entrance. 
 

We hope you will continue to connect with us by liking our Facebook page and following our Instagram account. 

Find them by searching @gslcva within those social media platforms. We also encourage you to subscribe to our 

YouTube channel and follow us on Vimeo so that you don't miss any of our virtual services, kids’ messages, and 

more! If you have any questions, please reach out to jeff@gslcva.org. 
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Worship Assistants 
 

Worship Leader 

Preacher 

Pastor James 

Pastor Johann 

Organist Michele Bair 

Cantor Geoff Lunt 

Projectionist Jeff Donahue 

Guest Welcome * 

Greeter Donna Harper 

Kelly Nield 

Reader 

Ushers 

 

Building Closer 

Melinda DeWan 

Jim Micsan 

Goodwyn Morgan 

* 
 

* = worship assistant needed 
 

Portions of this service from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 

Liturgies Annual License #47667. Hymns of this service from Lutheran Service Book. Copyright 2006 Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, MO. LSB 

license #10005343. 

 

STAFF 

Jotham Johann, Senior Pastor 
 Room 201; pastorjo@gslcva.org; 703-439-2754 

Gary James, Assisting Pastor 
 Room 209; pastorgary@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 

Kathy Otterbacher, Interim Preschool Director 
 Room 101; preschool@gslcva.org; 703-437-4511 

Nemeh Azzam, Music Director-(on leave) 
 Room 215; nemeh@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x807 

Jeff Donahue, Communications Director 
 Room 209; jeff@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 
Heidi Cooper, Director of Engagement 
 heidi@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 
Georgia Thorstenson, Business Manager 
 Room 212; georgia@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x803 

Jeannie Johns, Administrative Assistant 
 Room 211; jeannie@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x802 

Michele Clair, Office Assistant 
 Room 210; michele@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x806 

Holly Vanderhoof, Community Service Coordinator and Interim Youth Ministry Facilitator 
 Room 206; holly@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x213 

Dan Lamaestra, Praise Band Director and Audio Production Specialist 
 dan@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 

Matt Hardy, Video Production Specialist 
 matt@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 
 

Julie Stone, Interim Organist 
 703-437-5020 
 

  

mailto:heidi@gslcva.org
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BOARD OF SERVANT LEADERS 
 

Vicki Peter, Chair Allen Hodges Ted Lillestolen 
June McGurn, Vice-Chair Leta Kent John Stoothoff 
Kathy Eickelberg, Secretary   

 

 

 

 

CORE MINISTRY AREAS 

Worship Team Leaders: Georgia Thorstenson and Julie Schorfheide;  

Staff Liaison: Pastor Johann 
music, seasonal celebrations, arts, worship schedule, Sanctuary Choir, Children’s Choir (Laura 
Owens), traditional, contemporary, physical space, support personnel (e.g., ushers, greeters, acolytes) 

Discipleship  Team Leader: Pastor James (temporary) 
adult education, Sunday school, Vacation Bible School, family ministry, children’s ministry, youth 
ministry 

Parish Life  Team Leader: Brian Cors; Staff Liaison: Pastor Johann 
Life Groups (Brian Cors), member engagement, fellowship events, new member inclusion (Melinda 
DeWan), concerts, public events, picnics, intergenerational events 

Administration Team Leader: Pastor Johann 
property (Roger Thorstenson), financing the mission (Mike DeWan), stewardship (Don Kidwell), 
human resources/personnel (Matt Franker), communications, contracts, church office, 
calendar/program management, technology 

Mission  Team Leader: John and Debbie Linn; Staff Liaison: Pastor Johann 
world missions, synod, outreach, social ministry, community service, evangelism, publicity, media, 
social media 

Congregational Care  Team Leader: Marilyn Voigt; Staff Liaison: Pastor Johann 
member care visits, emergency transportation, maintain roster of the willing, guest follow-up 

 

Good Shepherd is a member congregation of the Southeastern District 
of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
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