
 

 

  

            
                       



Welcome to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
Building up God’s people through His word for His world 

 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

May 2, 2021 
 

This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the vine. Christ the vine and we 

the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual abiding described in the gospel and the first letter of 
John. Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes us alive with Christ’s life. As the 

vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world. 
 

PRELUDE “Prière à Notre-Dame from Suite Gothique” Léon Boëllmann 
 

WELCOME  Pastor Johann 
 

OPENING HYMN “Awake, My Heart, with Gladness” Hymn No. 467 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS [Glory to God in the Highest] 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Service of the Word 
 

FIRST READING Acts 8:26–40 
 

Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his African home after having been to 

Jerusalem to worship. Philip uses their encounter to proclaim the gospel to him. Upon coming to faith in Jesus, he 
is baptized by Philip. 

 

L      26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes 

down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now 

there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in 

charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; 

seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go 

over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet 

Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless 

someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of 

the scripture that he was reading was this: 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 

and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 

     so he does not open his mouth. 
33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

Who can describe his generation? 

     For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 

himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, 

he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they 

came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from 

being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the 

eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of the 

water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on 

his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the 

region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SECOND READING 1 John 4:7–21 

 

We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we love God, whom we have not seen, while 

hating fellow Christians, whom we regularly see. Love toward God is to be matched by love toward others because 

the essence of God is love. 
 

L      7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of 

God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s 

love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we 

might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent 

his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we 

also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives 

in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

     13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 
14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 
15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So 

we have known and believe the love that God has for us. 

     God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love has 

been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because 

as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for 

fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We 

love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or 

sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot 

love God whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is this: those who 

love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 15:1–8 
 

On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they would have with him. Those who abide in 

his word and love bear fruit, for apart from him, they can do nothing. 
 

P      [Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every 

branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more 

fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as 

I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither 

can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me 

and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not 

abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into 

the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you 

wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and 

become my disciples.” 
 

  



HYMN OF THE DAY “Christ, the Word of God Incarnate” Hymn No. 540 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MESSAGE “Abiding in the Vine” Pastor Johann 
 

REFLECTIVE RESPONSE   
 

  



APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   and born of the virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended into hell. 
   On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OFFERING Pastor Johann 
 

CHORAL ANTHEM “One Faith, One Hope, One Lord” 
(Quintessential Brass and Sanctuary Choir) 

Craig Courtney 

 

One faith, one hope, one Lord, one church for which He died. 

One voice, one song, we lift in praise 

To Him Who was and is and shall be evermore. 

There is one body, one Spirit, as you were called to one hope. 

One Lord, baptism and faith, one God and Father of all, 

Who is in you all. 

One faith, one hope, one Lord, one church for which He died. 

One voice, one song, we lift in praise 

To Him Who was and is and shall be evermore. 

Though we be many people, diverse with various gifts, 

we are given to each other for the unity of faith,  

that we grow in the knowledge of the Son of God, 

in the fullness of Christ. 

One faith, one hope, one Lord, one church for which He died. 

One voice, one song, we lift in praise 

To Him Who was and is and shall be evermore. 

One faith, one hope, one Lord, one God. 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER   
 

God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and the 

gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your 

beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

  



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 

The people respond after “Lord, hear our prayer” by singing: 
 

Leader: Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, hear our cry and heal our land. 

Let kindness lead us to compassion, bring us back again. 
All: Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, 

Lord have mercy on us now. 
 
“Kyrie Eleison” 

Words and music by Chris Tomlin, Jason Ingram, Matt Maher, and Matt Redman 

© 2016 S. D. G. Publishing ∣ Said And Done Music ∣ Sixsteps Music ∣ Sixsteps Songs ∣ Thankyou Music ∣ Worship Together Music ∣ worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Capitol 

CMG Publishing); Be Essential Songs ∣ Fellow Ships Music ∣ I Am A Pilgrim Songs ∣ So Essential Tunes (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) CCLI #858354 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C    Our Father who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come,  

    thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

    give us this day our daily bread; 

    and forgive us our trespasses 

        as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

    and lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

      For thine is the kingdom and the power 

    and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING   
 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. The God of 

life, Father, T Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 

CLOSING SONG “Build My Life”  
 

Worthy of ev’ry song we could ever sing 

Worthy of all the praise we could ever bring 

Worthy of ev’ry breath we coud ever breathe 

We live for You 
 

Jesus, the name above ev’ry other name 

Jesus, the only one who could ever save 

Worthy of ev’ry breath we could ever breathe 

We live for You, we live for You 
 

Holy, there is no one like You 

There is none besides You 

Open up my eyes in wonder 

And show me who You are 

And fill me with Your heart 

And lead me in Your love 

To those around me 
 

Worthy of ev’ry song we could ever sing 

Worthy of all the praise we could ever bring 

Worthy of ev’ry breath we coud ever breathe 

We live for You 

Jesus, the name above ev’ry other name 

Jesus, the only one who could ever save 

Worthy of ev’ry breath we could ever breathe 

We live for You, we live for You 
 

Chorus (2x) 
 

I will build my life upon Your love 

It is a firm foundation 

I will  put my trust in You alone 

And I will not be shaken 

(Repeat) 
 

Chorus (3x) 
 

 “Build My Life” 

Words and music by Brett Younker, Karl Martin, Kirby Elizabeth Kaple, 
Matt Redman, Pat Barrett 

© 2016 Kaple Music ∣ Capitol CMG Genesis ∣ Housefires 

 

  



DISMISSAL  
 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

P Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
C Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE “Toccata from ‘Suite Gothique’” Léon Boëllmann 

 

 

                                                 +                         +                        +                                                           

 

 
We hope you will continue to connect with us by liking our Facebook page and following our Instagram account.  

Find them by searching @gslcva within these social media platforms. We also encourage you to subscribe to our 

YouTube channel and follow us on Vimeo so that you don't miss any of our virtual services, kids' messages, and more!  

If you have any questions, please reach out to grace@gslcva.org. 

 

 

 

Worship Leader & Preacher Pastor Johann 

Director of Music Nemeh Azzam 

Organist Todd Grivetti 

Singers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Praise Band 

Stephanie Batchelder 

Emma Gorin 

Chelsea Holmes 

Ronald Holmes 

Mauricio Miranda 

Alex Razskazoff 

Lawrence Reppert 

Chrissy Tangredi 

Nigel Tangredi 

Lisa Barker 

Julian Berkowitz 

Scott Dyer 

 Ruth Filipiak 

 Dan Lamaestra 

 Andy Muich 

 Steve Mutter 

 Maryanne Perkel 

Reader 

Video & Audio Production 

Melinda DeWan 

Matt Hardy 

Dan Lamaestra 

Worship Materials Support Jeff Donahue 

Jeannie Johns 

Donna Neil 

David Nestleroth 

Julie Schorfheide 
 

Portions of this service from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 

License #47667. Hymns of this service from Lutheran Service Book. Copyright 2006 Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, MO. LSB license #10005343. 
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STAFF 

Jotham Johann, Senior Pastor 
 Room 209; pastorjo@gslcva.org; 703-439-2754 

Gary James, Assisting Pastor 
 pastorgary@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 

Andy Muich, Director of Christian Education 
 Room 208; andy@gslcva.org; 703-439-2758 

Susie Hardwick, Preschool Director 
 Room 101; preschool@gslcva.org; 703-437-4511 

Nemeh Azzam, Music Director 
 Room 215; nemeh@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x807 

Jeff Donahue, Communications Director 
 jeff@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 
Heidi Cooper, Director of Engagement 
 heidi@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 
Georgia Thorstenson, Business Manager 
 Room 212; georgia@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x803 

Jeannie Johns, Administrative Assistant 
 Room 211; jeannie@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x802 

Michele Clair, Office Assistant 
 Room 210; michele@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x806 

Holly Vanderhoof, Community Service Coordinator and Discipleship Assistant 
 Room 206; holly@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 x213 

Grace Linder, Communications Assistant 
 grace@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 

Dan Lamaestra, Praise Band Director and Audio Productions Specialist 
 dan@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 

Matt Hardy, Video Productions Specialist 
 matt@gslcva.org; 703-437-5020 
 

BOARD OF SERVANT LEADERS 
Jim Micsan, Chair Leta Kent Anne Morgan 
Ted Lillestolen, Vice-Chair Will Metts  Vicki Peter 
Josh Linder, Secretary   

 

CORE MINISTRY AREAS 

Worship Team Leaders: Georgia Thorstenson and Julie Schorfheide;  

Staff Liaison: Pastor Johann 
music, seasonal celebrations, arts, worship schedule, Sanctuary Choir, Children’s Choir (Laura Owens), 
traditional, contemporary, physical space, support personnel (e.g., ushers, greeters, acolytes) 

Discipleship  Team Leader: Andy Muich 
adult education, Sunday school, Vacation Bible School, family ministry, children’s ministry, youth ministry 

Parish Life  Team Leader: Brian Cors; Staff Liaison: Pastor Johann 
Life Groups (Brian Cors), member engagement, fellowship events, new member inclusion (Melinda DeWan), 
concerts, public events, picnics, intergenerational events 

Administration  Team Leader: Pastor Johann 
property (Roger Thorstenson), financing the mission (Mike DeWan), stewardship (Don Kidwell), human 
resources/personnel (Matt Franker), communications, contracts, church office, calendar/program management, 
technology 

Mission   Team Leader: Matt Dickert; Staff Liaison: Pastor Johann 
world missions, synod, outreach, social ministry, community service, evangelism, publicity, media, social media 

Congregational Care  Team Leader: Marilyn Voigt; Staff Liaison: Pastor Johann 
member care visits, emergency transportation, maintain roster of the willing, guest follow-up 

 

Good Shepherd is a member congregation of the Southeastern District 
of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:heidi@gslcva.org


 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                                                                               

               

 

                                                                                     

                                                                                     

                                                                                      

                                                                             

 

                                                                                      

                                                                                  

                                                                                    

              

 

                                                                                      

                                                                                         

                                                                                   

 

                                                                                       

                                                                                       

                                                                                        

                                                                        

                   

                  

   -   -     

                

           
                      


